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Save the Dates!

Sunday, September 12
Local History CrawlLocal History CrawlLocal History CrawlLocal History CrawlLocal History Crawl
This History to Go program will visit other local
historical society sites.  Locations & Time TBD.

Tuesday, September 14
Press Event & Founders Day DinnerPress Event & Founders Day DinnerPress Event & Founders Day DinnerPress Event & Founders Day DinnerPress Event & Founders Day Dinner
The Campaign for the Mahoning Valley History
Center goes public as the Historical Society
celebrates 135 years!

The city of Youngstown as it is today
contains all the advantages of cities of
the first class.  The City Directory pub-
lished by Wiggins & McKillop, in the fall
of 1874, contains 4,121 names; mak-
ing an estimate of 3 1/2 to each name,
we make a population of 14,323.

The public buildings, in point of archi-
tectural beauty and permanence in
construction, are of the higest order.  Re-
cently several new and handsome busi-
ness blocks have been erected, and
others are in contemplation; which are
and will be standing monuments of en-
terprise and prosperity.  The opera
house erected at the north-west corner of the Diamond,
is built in the most modern style and finish, artistically
designed, second to none in the State.

There is no inland city in the country that can offer to the
public better Hotel accommodations than Youngstown.
The Tod House was built during the years 1868-69, by
Messrs. Stambaugh, Crandall & Tod, at a cost of $125,000.
The house contains sixty-five rooms, which are supplied
with all the modern improvements for the comfort and
convenience of guests.

The streets are mostly laid out east and west and north
and south; are wide and graded and paved, and supplied
with a good system of sewage.  Rents are reasonable,
taxes are even less than are imposed in other cities of the
same class, when the fact is taken into consideration that
most of the improvement in streets and public buildings
have only recently been made, and are now in process of
construction.

A charter has been granted to the Youngstown Street
Railway Company to build a street railway, beginning at
Hazelton and extending through Youngstown to Briar Hill,
a distance of four miles.

Enormous growth was happening in the Mahoning Valley
in this time period, which continued through the early
decades of the 20th century.  In the next few issues of
Historical Happenings watch for more articles on the
people, businesses, and organizations that were thriving
in 1875.

As the Mahoning Valley Historical Society approaches its 135th anniversary, it is a good time to reflect on what was
happening in 1875.  The following excerpt was taken from the 1875-76 Youngstown City Directory, one of the
earliest volumes in the archival collection:

The Mahoning Valley in 1875

Tod House
& Civil War

Monumenmt
ca. 1870

Advertisement from 1875 City Directory
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From This Direction: Annual Report
The 135th annual meeting took place on Tuesday, June 15,  2010,  at the Holy Trinity Romanian
Orthodox Church.  Over eighty members and guests convened for dinner,  a business meeting
which included election of new Directors, and presentations of the 2010 MVHS Historic Pres-
ervation Awards.

Board Development Report
Charlotte Gelhaar, member of the Board Development  Committee, presented the following
nominees who were elected to serve three year terms on the MVHS Board of Directors:
Donna Buzulencia, Tyler S. Clark, Sallie Tod Dutton, Presley L. Gillespie, Jeffery Grdic, Betty H.
Jagnow, Mary Lou Reyes, Rebecca M. Rogers, Frank A. Rulli, James H. Sisek, Esq.

Event Donors
    Joanne Dove Prisley
Constance Rumberg

Msg. Robert J. Siffrin III
Donald G. Sofchalk

Dr. David & Patricia Sweet

Event Patrons
George & Betty Beelen
Al & Suzanne Fleming

Charlotte Gelhaar
Buzz & Carol Gubany

Elizabeth E. Gurley
Michael & Margaret Murphy

Paul & Katie Ricciuti
J. David Sabine

Mary Alice B. Schaff

Treasurer’s Report
as of May 31, 2010

Balance SheetBalance SheetBalance SheetBalance SheetBalance Sheet

Assets
 Current Assets
Unrestricted Assets $784,308.73
Restricted Assets 81,707.45
Capital Campaign Assets 1,516,487.79
Total Current Assets $2,382,503.97

Property and Equipment
  Land, Building,
   Artifacts & Equipment $1,667,373.59
   Accumulated Depreciation  (656,372.23)
Total Property & Equipment   $1,011,001.36

Endowment Funds
   Olive F.A. Arms Trusts  $1,605,613.61
   General Endowment Fund 730,160.43
Total Endowment Funds $2,335,774.04

Total Assets $5,729,279.37

Liabilities & Fund Balances

Total Unrestricted Fund Liabilities   $202.25
Total Fund Balances $5,729,077.12

Total Liabilities
& Fund Balances $5,729,279.37

Statement of OperatingStatement of OperatingStatement of OperatingStatement of OperatingStatement of Operating
Support, Revenues and ExpensesSupport, Revenues and ExpensesSupport, Revenues and ExpensesSupport, Revenues and ExpensesSupport, Revenues and Expenses

Total Support $310,616.15
Total Revenue 294,389.71
Total Support & Revenue 605,005.86

Total Expenses 477,151.88

Excess (Deficit) $127,853.98

Thanks to these generous
Annual Meeting Donors

Progress Report
Executive Director H. William Lawson presented
an impressive report of all the accomplishments
and initiatives made by the Board and staff in the
past fiscal year.  Here are some of the highlights:

� Holiday in Motion at the Arms Family Mu-
seum drew 3,357 visitors, generated $7,356 in
admission fee revenue and created almost
$5,000 in museum store sales.

� Hits on the Historical Society’s website are
ten percent higher than last year, and  followers
on social media sites such as Facebook and Flickr
continue to increase.

� The Education Department reached more
than 4,000 local school children, through tours
and outreach programs, and speakers bureau
presentations were given at over 20 organiza-
tions.

� The Collections staff featured six new exhib-
its in the Arms Family Museum in the past year,
all while exceeding goals for processing new
and backlogged collections.

� The Business & Media Archives of the
Mahoning Valley staff has processed and digi-
tized more than 4,200 individual objects and
over 19,000 (more than double last year’s
amount) linear feet of WKBN-TV 27 news vid-
eotape.

� Historical Society Board Members, staff and
volunteers collaborated with community pro-
grams such as:  First Night Youngstown;YSU Sum-
mer Festival of the Arts; Leadership Mahoning
Valley; YSU English Festival; CityScape/Street
Scape Planting Day; YSU Homework Express; St.
James Episcopal Church Bicentennial Celebra-
tion; Winter Celebration at the Davis Garden
Center, Mill Creek MetroParks.

Historical Society members who passed away
in the previous year:  Gretchen Roemer Birrell,
Alex Downie, George Gasser, Ruth E. Kyle,
R. Virginia Lindman, Wiley Perry, Edna D.
Pincham, Winifred Richards, Clara Louise
Schafer, R. Walton Shively,  Yvette Stanley.

In Memoriam

Kids enjoyed the Founders
Day Open House and the
Holiday in Motion Display
in 2009.

Richard Mitchell with the YSU Vintage
Photography students who produced the Megown

Photography Exhibit. May 7, 2010.



2010 Historic Preservation Awards Program
Special thanks to the program sponsor the Raymond John Wean FoundationRaymond John Wean FoundationRaymond John Wean FoundationRaymond John Wean FoundationRaymond John Wean Foundation and to mem-
bers of the judging panel: George D. Beelen, Ph.D., Facilitator; Donna DeBlasio, Thomas Leary,
Ph.D., Rebecca Rogers, Norma Stefanik, and Brenda Williams.
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Community Revitalization AwardCommunity Revitalization AwardCommunity Revitalization AwardCommunity Revitalization AwardCommunity Revitalization Award

John Stark Edwards House & Museum – Interior & Exterior RestorationJohn Stark Edwards House & Museum – Interior & Exterior RestorationJohn Stark Edwards House & Museum – Interior & Exterior RestorationJohn Stark Edwards House & Museum – Interior & Exterior RestorationJohn Stark Edwards House & Museum – Interior & Exterior Restoration
The John Stark Edwards House was built in 1807, and enlarged in
1809 by one of the first pioneers to arrive from Connecticut.  This
home was occupied by three families: The John Stark Edwards
Family; the Thomas Denny Webb Family; and the Iddings Family.  It
was a residence until 1938 when the last survivor turned the house
over to the state.  Martin Davey,
Governor of Ohio at the time,
gifted the structure to the

Trumbull County Historical Society.   In 2006 The Historical So-
ciety received grant money through the Ohio Cultural Facili-
ties Commission and began a restoration of the interior in-
cluding ceilings, walls, floors and windows; as well as exterior
renovations including a new roof, spouting, repair and repaint-
ing of the original cedar siding, new shutters with the original
metal hardware, reinforcing of stone walls and accessibility
improvements.  Project designers include: Harry Kapouralos,
project manager; William Sauer, architect; Don Hazel, Trumbull
County Historical Society President; Gina Bodor, grant coordinator; and Martha Ellers, advisor.

Community Revitalization AwardCommunity Revitalization AwardCommunity Revitalization AwardCommunity Revitalization AwardCommunity Revitalization Award
National McKinley Birthplace MemorialNational McKinley Birthplace MemorialNational McKinley Birthplace MemorialNational McKinley Birthplace MemorialNational McKinley Birthplace Memorial
Exterior RestorationExterior RestorationExterior RestorationExterior RestorationExterior Restoration

The National McKinley Birthplace Memorial, in Niles Ohio,
is a tribute to the birth place of our 25th President.  De-
signed by the New York Architectural firm of McKim Mead
& White, the  facility consists of a central courtyard a pub-
lic library, and a museum.  Restoration included cleaning
and repair of terra cotta
fascia and soffit within

the courtyard, repairing and restoring marble pavers, repair of
the original clay tile roof and copper flashing, re-glazing of origi-
nal windows and replacing three large skylights.  Owner of this
property is the National McKinley Birthplace Memorial Associa-
tion Board of Trustees and Project designer was Balog Steines
Hendricks & Manchester Architects.

Commercial Revitalization AwardCommercial Revitalization AwardCommercial Revitalization AwardCommercial Revitalization AwardCommercial Revitalization Award

RRRRRealtealtealtealtealty y y y y TTTTTooooowwwwwer Aer Aer Aer Aer Aparparparparpartmentmentmentmentments – Exts – Exts – Exts – Exts – Exttttterererererior & Lior & Lior & Lior & Lior & Lobbobbobbobbobby Ry Ry Ry Ry Restestestestestorororororaaaaationtiontiontiontion
Designed     by noted Youngstown
architect Morris Scheibel, this 13-
story building was built by the Re-
alty Guarantee & Trust Company for
their offices in 1924.  The building
has been listed on the National
Register of Historic Places since
1980.  The Frangos Group pur-
chased the building in December
2000, and later hired City Architec-
ture, Inc. of Cleveland, Ohio to design an adaptive reuse project to
convert the building from offices to apartments.  Construction for-
mally began in 2008.  Along with renovation of the interior spaces,
the project included restoration of the original cornice and other
historic exterior finishes, and restoration of plaster, metal, stone and
tile surfaces in the historic lobby.

MVHS Directors Awards of AchievementMVHS Directors Awards of AchievementMVHS Directors Awards of AchievementMVHS Directors Awards of AchievementMVHS Directors Awards of Achievement
Three individuals that demonstrate a commit-
ment to historic preservation received this
award:

C. Gilbert James,C. Gilbert James,C. Gilbert James,C. Gilbert James,C. Gilbert James,
J rJ rJ rJ rJ r.....  has been a
strong advocate
for local history
and historic pres-
ervation for five
decades including:
establishing the
Western Reserve Village on the Mahoning
County Fairgrounds in Canfield; spearheading
the campaign to raise funds to preserve and
restore the Mahoning Valley Historical Society’s
Carriage House, and adaptively reuse it as the
MVHS Archival Library and meeting center; and
being an active participant with several histori-
cal agencies including MVHS, the Canfield His-
torical Society, the William Holmes McGuffey
Historical Society, the Western Reserve Village
Foundation, the International Institute of Young-
stown, the former Medical Museum at St. Eliza-
beth Hospital and the Melnick Medical Museum
at Youngstown State University.

Patricia Patricia Patricia Patricia Patricia SweetSweetSweetSweetSweet, , , , , a
tireless advocate
for historic pres-
ervation,     led the
efforts of the His-
toric Preservation
Committee, Board

of Directors and staff to create the annual
Mahoning Valley Historical Society Historic Pres-
ervation Awards program in 2005.  She also was
instrumental in securing financial support from
the Raymond John Wean Foundation to under-
write this program over all of the past six years.
The Historic Preservation Awards program has
been a highly successful, visible and positive com-
munity outreach for the Historical Society in its
goal to advocate for more diverse and effective
historic preservation efforts in the region.

Leland Van CampLeland Van CampLeland Van CampLeland Van CampLeland Van Camp – – – – –
has been a corner-
stone in the small
community of Beloit
for many years.  In
2004, he provided the
impetus to organize
the Beloit Area His-
torical Society; the vision for acquiring and pre-
serving an old tin shop as the home for the orga-
nization; and continues to advocate for the col-
lection of artifacts related to Smith Township.
Nominator David Mannion had this to say about
Mr. Van Camp:  “His tireless dedication to this
community has truly been a blessing, and his
keen interest in preserving the history of the
Beloit area is very inspiring to the next genera-
tion of citizens considering historical preserva-
tion efforts and community service.”

Bill Lawson, Joe Steines
& Dave Sabine

Bill Lawson, Bill Sperlazza, Dee
Smethey, & Dave Sabine

Bill Lawson & David Sabine with
Gina Bodor, Don Hazel, William

Sauer & Harry Kapouralos



LIFE
Mrs. Patricia W. Cummins

Eleanor Beecher Flad
Mr. James Herr

Mrs. Dorothy J. Honey
Ms. Janet Kemp

Mr. Paul Rienerth Jr
Mr.and Mrs. David Tod

Mrs. Fred Tod Jr.
Mrs. Jeanne D. Tyler

Mr. Joseph D. Williamson II
Mr. Warren P. Williamson III

PRESERVATIONIST
Mr. and Mrs. George Berlin

Mr. Bruce Birrell
Mrs. Richard F. Gelhaar

Mrs. William B. Jones
Mrs. Charles B. Schaff

Mrs. George Pugh
Mr. George Woodman

HISTORIAN
Mrs. Joanne Beeghly

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Jagnow
Ms. Barbara Tinkham

RESEARCHER
Mr. and Mrs. Rand Becker

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Carney
Paul M. & Sallie Tod Dutton

Dr. Robert Edwards
Mrs. E. Richard Fellers

Atty. and Mrs. Alfred Fleming
Mr. C. Gilbert James Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Roger Jones
Mr. J Kai Lassen

Francis L. McCabe
Mrs. Raymond Peterson
Mr. and Mrs. John Potter

Atty. and Mrs. J. David Sabine
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Slagle

Mr. and Mrs. John H. Yerian, Jr.

INTERPRETER
Ms. Norma Coe Anderson

James Ray and Suzanne Anzellotti
Mrs. R.M. Barrett
Mr. David Beacom

Dr. and Mrs. George D. Beelen
 Francis Bittel

Mrs. Linda S. Blough
Mr. and Mrs. John Booth

 Barbara Brothers &
Lawrence Haims

Debra J.and Neita B. Burger
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Calcagni

Dr. and Mrs. Albert Cinelli
Tyler S. and Jaci Clark

Ms. Mary Cleary
 William Cleary, Jr., M.D.

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Conti
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Cooley

Mr. Thomas Delvaux
Eva J. and Robert L. Doyle
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Fagert

Mr. and Mrs. Edward L Gluck
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald L. Gould

Mr. Jeff Grdic

INTERPRETER (cont.)
Mr. Richard W. Gunn
Mrs. Elizabeth Gurley

Ms. Roberta M. Hannay
Dr. William Jenkins
Mr. Randall Jones

Brian and Susan Joyce
Rev. John E. Keehner

Mrs. F.W. Knecht III
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Kocon

Dr. and Mrs. Chander Kohli
Ms. Carol Krause

Mr. and Mrs. William Kurta
Mrs. Susanne Lassen

Dr. and Mrs. Milton Lenhart
Mr. John Mac Intosh Jr.

Mrs. Ann B. Madej
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Marina

Ms. Letitia McKelvey
Mr. and Mrs. John McNally

Mr. and Mrs. James D. Miller
F. Wm. Scragg and Nancy Morris

Mrs. Margaret L. Murphy
Mr. Fred Pisani

Mr. and Mrs. Terrance Platthy
Ms. Joanne Dove Prisley

Mrs. Kathleen Rickert
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Roberts

Mr. Frank Rulli
Constance L. Rumberg

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Sacchini
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Sacherman

Dr. and Mrs. Lowell J. Satre
Mr. and Mrs. C. Reid Schmutz

Mr. Scott Schulick
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Schwebel

Mr. Edward Seidler
Rick Shale

Mrs. E. A. Shorten
Rev. Msgr. Robert J. Siffrin

Atty. and Mrs. James H. Sisek
Dr. and Mrs. Richard L. Smythe

Mr. Lowry A. Stewart
Mr. and Mrs. John Stone

Atty and Mrs. Stuart A. Strasfeld
Dr. and Mrs. Eric W. Svenson

Dr. and Mrs. David Sweet
Patricia A. Syak

Dr. and Mrs. Hai Shiuh Wang
Mr. and Mrs. Frank C. Watson
Mr. and Mrs. James T.  Weller

Mrs. James Wick
Ms. Emily Wick

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Woodman
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Wylie

Clyde Morris and Janet Yaniglos
Dr. and Mrs. Warren Young
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Zapka

SUSTAINING
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Bayowski

Mr. and Mrs. Matthias Beil
Mr. Brian Butcher
Ms. Vivian Clifton

Ms. Angela DeLucia
Mr. and Mrs. Don Friedrich

Ms. Laurie Housemeyer
Mr. and Mrs. William James II

Marilyn Lawson
Nick Carson and Ingrid Lundquist

Honorable Harry Meshel
Mr. Chester Rufh

Ms. Angelyn Scarmuzzi
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Schwebel

Ms. Patricia Soller
Mr. and Mrs. J. Brann Young

FAMILY 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Abrams
Dr. and Mrs. Roberto Bacani
Julius and Germaine Bennett

Mr. and Mrs. David Boich
Ms. Jacquelyn Brauninger

Ms. Elfi Bulkley
Karen A. Barr and John E. Cisine

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Clayman
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Coleman

Mrs. Joann Forney Cook
Thomas Cox

Mr. and Mrs. Gene C. Davis
Dr. and Mrs. Dante DeAngelo

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas DeMaiolo
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip B. Dennison
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Edgerton

Mrs. G. Taylor Evans Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ferro, Sr.

Mr. and Mrs. John Finley
Mr. and Mrs. David Fithian
Mr. and Mrs. John Fleming

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Flora
Mr. and Mrs. Don Foley
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Ford
Michael Francis & family
Mr. Michael P. Gallagher

Mr. and Mrs. John Gillespie
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Gluck

 Heather M. Goodmansen
Mr. Paul Hagman

Ms. Laura Wick Hallowell
Kathy Chismar and Patricia Herdman

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hill
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hlavac

Mr. Jeffrey Houlette
Mr. and Mrs. James Itts

 John and Cathryn Jacobs
Dr. and Mrs. Nazim Jaffer
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Johns

Mr. and Mrs. James Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Joseph

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Kilpatrick
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Kreuzwieser

Mr. and Mrs. John Kuti
H. William and Joan Lawson

Mr. and Mrs. John Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Limmer

Ms. Barbara Luce
Barbara J. Lyras

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Mathews
Mr. and Mrs. Neil H. Maxwell

Mr. Michael McCleery
Mr. and Mrs. Walter T. McKelvey

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Meloy
Mr. and Mrs. James Messenger

Judge and Mrs. Robert Milich
Mrs. Sue Miller

Mrs. Robert Morrison
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Nicora

Atty. and Mrs. Carl A. Nunziato
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald A. Nunziato

Mr. and Mrs. Urban Olmi
Mr. and Mrs. S. Martin Oyer

Mr. and Mrs. Irving Ozer
Sarah Lown and Gabriel Palmer-

Fernandez
James B. Barbara T. Parker IV

Ms. Tricia Perry
Mr. and Mrs. John Weed Powers

Mary & Rose Quinn
Dr. Jane Reid

Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Richards
James Swager & Rebecca Rogers

Mr. Patrick Sebastiano
Ms. Patricia F. Sekola
Mrs. Harriet Shasby

Mrs. R. Walton Shively
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Smith
Stephanie L. Smith, Ph.D.
Mr. and Mrs. John Stacey

Jerry & Carolyn Stoneburner
Sue Summers

Shannon Weimer
Mr. and Mrs. James Wellington

Mr. Alvin D. Williams
Janeen and Andrew Williams

INDIVIDUAL
Mrs. Vivian Abram

Ms. Jacqueline Abrams
Mr. William Andrews

Pamela Angelo
Mr. Fred Appel

Mr. Donald Augenstein
Ms. Carol Baird

Ms. Karin Baxter
Mrs. Susan Beil
Jacqueline Bibo

Mr. Jay Blackstone
Mrs. Carol Bookwalter
Ms. Elayne M.S. Bozick

Ms. Lois Brauninger
Mrs. W. Burton Bryan

Donna Burgraf
Ms. Marjorie Burin

Mr. Jeff Byce
Karen Cain

Marilyn Orr Caples
Mrs. Cynthia Carter

Mrs. Gloria Cellio
Jane Chappell

Ms. Karen Choppa
Mr. Terrance Cloonan

Mrs. Ruth Cole
Margaret Wick Conklin

Jenet Cornetet
Venetta Cronin

Meghan Crowley
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Thank You to these Members that contributed
in the July 2009 to June 2010 Year!



INDIVIDUAL (cont.)
Mrs. Carolyn Cruz
Ms. Joy Cushwa

Rev. James M. Daprile
Ms. Pamela Daubenspeck

Adam S. Davis
Ms. Carol Dearing

Dr. Donna DeBlasio
Mr. Gene DeCapua

Mrs. Debbie DelQuardi
Mrs. Vera E. DeMarsh

Michele DeRhodes
Miss Antoinette DeSteven
Ms. Patricia S. Diamond

Lark Dickstein
Mr. Nicholas DuBos

Ms. Carol Dudek
Mr. Arthur Einstein Jr

Ms. Anne Kerpsack Ellis
Mr. Ronald Eshler

Mr. Samuel R. Faccioben
Mr. Ronald Fankhauser
Ms. Elizabeth Farbman

Mr. and Mrs. William Farragher
Ms. Yvonne Fayard
Mrs.  Oliver H. Ferry

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy F. Freeman
Mr. Ronald Garchar
Ms. Nancilyn Gatta
Ms. Margaret Gault

Ms. Florence Gavozzi
Mrs. Glen George
Ms. Judith Gross

Ms. Audrey Guernsey
Mr. Adam Guerrieri

Mrs. Dorothy Gwatkin
Mrs. Joan Hall

Mr. David Hamilton
Ms. Ann Harris

Mr. and Mrs. Edward H. Heineman
Ms. Barbara Bruff Hemmingsen

Mr. Thomas Hill
Lynn Hoffmann

Ms. Laura Howes
Mr. James Hughes
Ms. Anita Huston
Mr. Lou Jacquet

Ms. Janie S. Jenkins
Rev. Arthur Joachim

Mrs. Kathleen Johnson
Ms. Joanne Jones
Marianne Jording

Ms. Rosemarie Anne Kascher
Mr. John Kasich

Ms. Joann A. Kesterson
Kelly Kiraly

Mr. Joseph B. Kope
Ms. Judy Kovalan

Kevin Kralj
Dr. Edward Krimmer

Ms. Mary Krupa
Ms. Carol Laberto

Ms. Linda S. Lamanna
Mr. John Landers
Rochelle Landy

Christine L. Leddon
Mrs. Anita Limbian

Ms. Joan Madej
Mr. Raymond Manley

Mr. John Marino
Rev. G. Kelly Marshall

Ms. Susan Maruca
Ms. Shirley Stewart McGrath
Mr. and Mrs. C.D. McLaughlin

Ms. Heather McMahon
Mrs. Lili Tod McMillan
Ms. Kimberly Melton

INDIVIDUAL (cont.)
Ms. Marsha Melton

Martha C. Merrill
Mr. Brian Miklas

Nancy Mirto
Ms. Mary Moon

Mr. Gordon Morgan, Jr.
Ms. Angela Mudrak

Mrs. Chris Muransky
Ms. Martha Murphy
Mrs. Marjorie Noble

Rev. Edward P. Noga
Ms. Barbara Novicky
Mr. Richard Novotny

Joellen C. O’Neill
Mr. Richard “Oz” Ouzounian

Mrs. Beverly Pariza
Mr. Mark  C. Peyko

Ms. Margaret Reddington
Mrs. Viola Reedy

Ms. Margaret Reinman
Mary Lou Reyes

Mr. Robert Lee Richards
Ms. Kathy Richter

Ms. Kathleen Rothman
Paula Moss Sander
Ms. Emily W. Schaff

Ms. Antonia Schildcrout
Mr. John Schnell

Mrs. Sara C. Scudier
Mary Shaffer
Erica Shonn

Christine Silvestri
Rose U. Simion

Ms. Brooke Slanina
Mr. John Slanina

Mrs. Elisabeth Spiro
Norma J. Stefanik
Mrs. John Storey

Honorable John R. Swierz
Mr. John Taylor

Stephen M. Thomas
Ms. Marjorie Thornton
Mr. James Thornton

Ms. Sandee Timmerman
Ms. Jean F. Tocicki
Ms. Marjorie Tomo

Anthony J. Valley, Jr.
Ms. Marie Ann Vivalo

Ms. Penny Wells
Janice West

Margaret A. Williams
Ms. Margaret Wills

Debbie Zitella

STUDENT
Ryan Bosworth-Mancini

John D. Bralich
Timothy F.Britt
Sam DiRocco II

 Patricia Edwards
 Michele Gallagher
 Shannon Grantz

 Henry Himes
 Roger Juntunen
 Patrick Knight

 Edward A. Koltonski
 Jackie LeViseur
 Richard Mattson
 Lauren Poirrier

Carrie S. Sammartino
Murad Shorrab

Mattew R. Stockfleth
Kang Tchou

Gia Velasquez
Gregory Waller
Lauren Worona

Special Thanks to
These Corporate Partners

PLATINUM PARTNERS
Altronic, Inc.

DeBartolo Corporation
McCrudden Heating Supply

Murphy Contracting Co.

GOLD PARTNERS
BSHM Architects, Inc.

Farmers Trust Company
Humility of Mary Health Partners

Schwebel Baking Company
Youngstown State University

Stifel, Nicolaus & Co., Butler Wick
Division

SILVER PARTNERS
Adolph Johnson  & Son, Inc.

Boardman Printing
Cohen & Company

Edward’s Florist Shops, Inc.
Farmers National Bank

Fibus Family Foundation
First National Bank

Hill, Barth & King LLC
Simco Management Corp.

PARTNERS
ADE, Inc.

Aerolite Extrusion Co.
Alex Downie & Sons Co.

Fireline
Canteen Service of Steel Valley, Inc.

Energy Detectives, LLC
Home Savings Charitable Foundation

Jet Stream International
ms Consultants, Inc

Northeast Ohio Infectious
Disease Associates

Packer Thomas & Company
Saratoga Restaurant & Catering
Sherman Creative Promotions

Sonitrol of the Mahoning Valley
Star Supply

Superior Beverage
V & D Painting Company LLC

SPECIAL GIFTS
E.M Barr Charitable Trust

Helen and Walter
Bender Memorial Fund
W.E. Bliss Foundation

Farmers Trust Company
The Frangos Group

Frank & Pearl Gelbman Fnd.
Homes Savings & Loan
The Edward W. Powers

Charitable Fund
Bernard & Elaine Soss Family

Charitable Trust
Walter E. and Caroline H.

Watson Foundation
 Raymond John Wean Foundation

 Joanne Beeghly
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Boucherle

Ms. Jacquelyn Brauninger
Mr. Robert Calcagni

William Cleary, Jr., M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. John A.Conti

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas DeMaiolo
Miss Antoinette DeSteven
Eva J and Robert L.Doyle

Mr. Nicholas M.DuBos
Mr. Ronald Eshler

Ralph and Janice Fagert
Al and Suzanne Fleming
Mrs. Charlotte Gelhaar

Mr. and Mrs. Edward L.Gluck
Patricia Herdman

James Herr
C. Gilbert James, Jr.
John and Judith Kuti

H. William and Joan Lawson
Michael McCleery
Norita Morrison

Atty. Carl Nunziato
Joanne Dove Prisley
Mrs. Kathleen Rickert

Paul Rienerth Jr
Dr. Roberto Bacani

Constance L Rumberg
Dr. and Mrs. Lowell Satre
Mrs. Angelyn Scarmuzzi

Mrs. Nancy B.Tod
Dr. and Mrs. Hai Shiuh Wang

Warren P. Williamson III
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The Following made gifts
to the 2009 Special

Giving Appeal

Three easy ways to renew
your membership:

1. Call with a credit card number:  330-743-2589

2. Go online!  www.mahoninghistory.org

3. Send in a check or money order
MVHS Membership • 648 Wick Ave.

Youngstown, OH 44502
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Hands-On History:
“A Blooming History”
Rebecca Whittenberger,
Curator of Education

 

G a r d e n s
are at their
l o v e l i e s t
during this
time of
year. Many
of us enjoy
the beauty,
s e r e n i t y

and relaxation that gardens provide. Yet, how
many of us are scholars of their history? Olive
Arms was a student of the history of gardens
and how their design is of equal importance
with their content.  Such was her depth of
knowledge and passion for the subject that
she wrote an extensive essay entitled “Art in
the Garden and the Wild Flowers of the West-
ern Reserve.”  In this essay, she discusses old
world examples of gardens in France and En-
gland and outlines the components for the
perfect garden landscape in a way that is at
once both impressive and charming.

“It seems to
me that I have
always known
and loved a
garden,” she
writes.  And
no stone of
thought on
the subject of
gardens is left
u n t u r n e d .
What should
be the size
and type?
What should be the style in relation to the
house? How should it be accessed? How should
the natural slope of land be used? How much
green? How many flowers? What kind? Should
weeds like daisies and Queen Ann’s lace be
included? According to Olive, they should defi-
nitely be considered.

From examining different time periods, to out-
lining construction principles, to sharing lessons
learned from her own garden, Olive tenderly
and knowledgably shares her passion while si-
multaneously giving practical advice.  She writes,
“So let us have gardens, for we will be following
in the footsteps of those of past ages, and but
expressing the love of the garden that has been
in our hearts for generations.”

Olive’s entire essay can be found on our
website: www.mahoninghistory.org

On June 10, the Historical Society honored the 75th anniver-
sary of the Youngstown Area Jewish Federation with a re-
markable event at the Harry Burt/Ross Radio Building. The
main floor of the site was filled to capacity as over 110 guests
from both organizations came together to partake in the
evening’s festivities.

An intriguing exhibit culled from the Historical Society’s ar-
chives by Jessica Trickett commemorated the history of the

Valley’s Jewish community and drew a continuous line of viewers. Many guests took
advantage of the occasion to tour the historic building assisted by staff members.  After a
buffet of kosher foods, the assembled group was welcomed by Treasurer of the Board
Karen Abrams. Following her remarks and introductions, the crowd was treated to a
PowerPoint presentation by Bill Lawson. Vintage photographs of local families and historic
sites were the backdrop to this insightful journey through local Jewish history.  James
Ross’s impact on Zionist activities here and abroad received special attention.

The final tribute to the Jewish
Federation’s legacy came in the
form of a framed collage of his-
toric photographs designed by
Leann Rich. President of the Board
Dave Sabine and Bill Lawson pre-
sented the Federation with this
image-laden proclamation from
the Historical Society. In a most
gracious thank you letter, Sam
Kooperman noted that this trib-
ute will hang in a place of honor
in their board room. He also ex-
pressed his gratitude for the op-
portunity for members of the

Federation to learn more about their heritage as well as the contributions of James Ross.

Special thanks to Charlotte Gelhaar, Karen Abrams, and Marilyn Oyer for their invaluable
assistance. The successful evening was historic on many levels!

Carol Potter,  Campaign Director

Honoring the Valley’s Jewish Heritage

History To Go Event a Rare Treat
On Saturday, June 26th, members and friends of
the Historical Society had the rare opportunity to
explore the historic vehicle collection of Mr. & Mrs.
Richard Best.  The eclectic assortment included
functional vehicles, as seen with the Dollar Bank
armored car, which would pull up to the gates of

local steel mills
on Fridays to
cash paychecks;
classics; and the
whimsical.  Spe-
cial thanks to the
Bests for open-
ing their prop-
erty for History
To Go!

Bruce Lev, YAJF President Elect, Bill Lawson, Sam
Kooperman, YAJF Executive Secretary & David Sabine
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Artifact-ually Speaking
Jessica D. Trickett, Anne Kilcawley Christman
Memorial Collections Manager

The Business & Media Archives collection contains a scrapbook from
1926, created by Warren P. Williamson, Jr., that has clippings about the
early days of WKBN Radio.  In the scrapbook are newspaper articles
about what the station broadcasted and early technical problems that
occurred.  One clipping dated November 30, 1926 and titled “Out of
the Ether” has some listener reactions to the new radio station:

“But as the radio show, with the election returns, and for the
Rayen-South game, WKBN demonstrated that a properly en-
gineered, low-powered local station can be tuned in or out
the same as a broadcaster at a distance.  Among all the talk
over the local station’s debut, I have heard but one protest
against a local station such as WKBN.”

“I’m sure the fans in general will join in good wishes for Brock
and Williamson as proprietors, and for Chorpening as opera-
tor, and I think the proposition will boil down to this: If WKBN
gives us programs as interesting as the other available pro-
grams, we’ll listen to ‘em; if it dosen’t, we’ll tune them out.
And as long as the station remains as sharply tuned as it has
been, even individuals who don’t like the programs still
won’t have any objection to the station.”

Also included in  the scrapbook
is an outline on the early his-
tory of radio waves and draw-
ings done by Williamson; a col-
lection of letters involving tree
trimming to remedy interfer-
ence with radio waves;
autographed photographs and
a full page Youngstown Vindi-
cator spread detailing the new
studios.  Items like these show
Williamson, Chorpening and
Brock as true pioneers in radio,
as they were involved with all
aspects of early broadcasting.
Visit mahoninghistory.org to
see more items from the scrap-
book.

Needlework is one of the hallmarks of civilization; earliest ex-
amples of embroideries have been found in the tombs of ancient
Egypt.  During the middle ages, rural women learned embroidery
from their elders in order to make essential household goods

including clothing and
linens.  Highborn
women learned em-
broidery as part of
their training in “lady-
like graces.”  Young
women produced
samplers to demon-
strate their needle-
work skills and to serve
as pattern sources for
future use.

Samplers of the 17th

century and beyond
usually included nu-

merals and letters, preparing girls for marking dates and initials on
family linens, a responsibility they would assume upon becoming
housewives.  Sam-
plers were worked
both in schools and at
home and demon-
strated both simple
and complex, deco-
rative stitches.  They
might feature floral
patterns, inscriptions

of quotes and verses, depic-
tions of buildings and human
figures, and usually included
the maker’s name and the
date.

The Mahoning Valley Histori-
cal Society recently received
a sampler completed in
1840 by Poland resident Elmina Smith.  Charles T. Clark, a descen-
dant of Elmina, generously donated the sampler and other items
this past  April.  The sampler features a rendering of the Smith
family’s Greek Revival-style house as well as floral motifs, trees, and
birds.

Elmina Smith later was a teacher at the Poland Institute, a private
school opened in 1849 by B. F. Lee.  Lee’s academy was the forerun-
ner to Poland Union Seminary, chartered in 1862.  She went on to
marry Wright Adair, the son of early Poland, Ohio settler James Adair.
Elmina Smith’s sampler survives as a tangible representation of one
girl’s preparation for adulthood and the imminent responsibilities of
running a household.  It also gives insight into that era’s social and
gender roles, an example of the skills expected of a young woman
of the time.  Both useful and beautiful, Elmina Smith’s sampler is a
welcome addition to the collection.

Elmina Smith 1840 Sampler

Left: Sketches of radio waves done
by Warren P. Williamson, Jr.

Signed promotional photograph
from WTAM’s “Ernie at the Mike”.
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Thank You!
Thanks to Lutz Greenhouse for providing hundreds of annuals
and to Charlotte Gelhaar for the Boston Ferns that have bright-
ened the gardens of the Historical Society’s campus.

Tuesday, July 27 Paul Schell Photography Exhibit Opens 1:00 p.m.
Arms Family Museum

Tuesday-Friday High Tech History Summer Camp 9am-Noon
August 10-13 Arms Family Museum

Thursday, September 10 MVHS Celebrates 135 Years

Sunday, September 12 Local History Crawl (Details TBD)

Tuesday, September 14 History Center Campaign Public Launch
Founders Day Dinner (Details TBD)

Sunday, September 19 The Mahoning Valley Collects Exhibit Closes
Arms Family Museum

Friday, December 3 All Dolled Up Holiday Preview Party 5- 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 4 All Dolled Up Exhibit Opening 10 a.m.-5 p.m.


